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Subject Description 
 

Comparative education is a vast, rich, and growing field of inquiry that is concerned with the academic 
study of a wide range of crucial educational issues across cultures and countries. Students will learn 
the purposes, methodological aspects, and critical issues of comparative education. Educational 
phenomena and systems in the East Asian region will be introduced. To catch up emerging trends of 
education, some of the international large-scale assessments (ILSAs) coordinated by International 
Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement (IEA) and the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) will be examined. The core themes and implications of the 
selected ILSAs for education will be highlighted. Students' independent and comparative insights about 
education will be cultivated.  

 
Objective 
 
Through participating in the course, students will be able to: 
- explain theories, methods, and current literature of comparative education. 
- experience diverse perspectives about education from different nations/cultures. 
- identify educational issues from a broader scope. 
- find relevant literature and reports from major acaedemic journals, research organizations and 
international agencies in the field. 
- present an introduction of educational systems and important educational issues in English. 
 
Learning Method 
 
The teaching and learning process are listed as follows.  
- reading and discussing the required course materials  
- participating in groups to brainstorm  
- performing a presentation 
- writing a reflection journal  
- responding the designed questions 
- listening to the contents delivered by the instructor and group presentations  
 
Content 
 
- Introduction to comparative education 
- Actors and purposes in comparative education 
- Scholarly enquiry and the field of comparative education 
- Quantitative and qualitative approaches to comparative education 
- Introduction to international large-scale assessments, e.g.,  
  -- the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS)   
  -- the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
  -- the International Civic and Citizenship Education Study (ICCS) (optional) 
- Introduction to education and crucial issues in the East Asian region 
  -- Korea 
  -- Taiwan 
  -- China 
  -- Japan  
 
Requirement 
 



The course is interactive, so students should be more active in the class. Students who are more active 
tend to learn better. There will be many discussions emerged from the lectures. Students will have to 
form groups for the oral presentation. Students also have to keep course journal everyday during the 
course.  
 
Evaluation 
 
15% of the grade will be for class attendance, preparation, and participation.  
 
50% of the grade will be for the course journal, including responses to designated questions and daily 

reflections.  
- Responding to the instructor’s two questions which will be announced at the end of each day. The 

response for each question is limited to less than 200 words.  
- Writing a daily reflection which is less than 300 words. It is designed to help you to be reflective about 

what you are learning in the course and to connect course materials to your research. Documenting 
important points from the lectures is also sufficient.   

 
35% of the grade will be for the group oral presentation. 
- Introducing the educational system and important educational issues of your country. It is expected 

that each member will appromiately present 10 mins. The actual presentation time will be determined 
based on the number of the students enrolled in this course.      

- The composition of the group members is homogeneous in terms of geographical locations.  
 

Final Score Letter Grade  
95-100 A+ 
90-94 A 
85-89 B+ 
80-84 B 
75-79 C+ 
Below 74 F 
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*Class schedule may be modified based on students’ backgrounds, expectations, and 
performance.  


