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Subject Description
This seminar focuses on historical and socio-political dimensions of education reforms. The course will
examine how the global organizations’ educational reform reports are re-contextualized and implemented in the
national and local contexts. An international view of education reform will be employed in the class discussion.
Students are required to bring their own country’s education reform policies and programs to share with the
class. The students are invited to employ theoretical perspectives to analyze “what, how, who, when and why”
(5w) of such policy or program which can be introduced as an educational reform program and policy in the
levels of state and the local, and which is reinvented in the local practice.
Objective
1. Differentiate concepts of reform and change
2. Understand educational reform and change historically
3. Discuss different perspectives and issues of education reform
4. Explore how the international educational organizations lead the trend of education reform
5. Establish International and comparative perspectives on educational reform and change
Leaning Method
Reading, listening to lectures, participating in discussion, conducting a group presentation, and writing a final
paper
Content
1. Concepts of reform and change: cases study
2. A brief history of educational reform and change nationally and globally
3. Political sociology of educational reform: local and global interlocking
4. International and comparative perspectives of educational reform and change: cross-national cases
5. UNESCO and OECD: Education 2030 reports
6. National response to global trends of educational reform: policy-makers, educators, principals, teachers
and students
7. Detect a global-local mixture of educational policy or program and its transformative practice in the local
Requirement
1. Readings. Students are expected to have completed the required readings and readings assigned to
them on the first day of class.
2. Attendance and participation. Students are required to attend the class and encouraged to participate in
class discussion and activities as much as possible.
3. In-class Assignments. Several in-class assignments will be distributed in class. Students are expected to
complete them and turn them in at the end of the class or at the time required by the instructor.
4. Group oral presentation. Students are expected to collect information/literature regarding their own
country’s education policy or program, analyze them using theories/concepts learned in this course, and
then conduct an oral presentation in class.
5. Final report. Students are required to write a final paper regarding a global-local mixture of educational
reform policy or program. Specific details on this paper will be explained in the class.

Evaluation
Attendance and participation (25%), in-class assignments (25%), group oral presentations (25%), final report
(25%)
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Pre-course reading and preparation (if any)

Read your national reports of education reform. Describe them briefly.

Search and categorize any educational reform issues in your local journals. What kinds of issues are popularly
discussed? Can you identify reasons for such popularity?

