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Subject Description 

Historically, the concept of inclusion evolved from earlier practices of segregating children with 

disabilities into special schools or institutions. From the 1960s and 1970s, there was a shift toward 

integration—placing children with special needs in regular classrooms when possible. However, 

integration often maintained segregation and inequality. The 1970s marked a critical change in the USA 

toward inclusion, focusing not just on placement but transforming teaching and learning processes to truly 

accommodate all students. Inclusion rejects segregation entirely and promotes full participation and 

respect for all students’ social, civil, and educational rights. Over time, inclusive education has expanded 

beyond just disability to embrace diversity in all its forms, including cultural, linguistic, and social 

diversity. This evolution has been influenced by human rights frameworks such as the United Nations' 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the 2006 UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities, which emphasize education without discrimination. 

Now inclusive education means teaching in a way that helps every student learn in ways that matter, are 

useful, and can be understood by all. It is based on the idea that everyone’s differences make learning 

richer and more interesting for everyone. Inclusive education practices, usually associated with services 

for students with special needs, are now recognized as an essential characteristic for all schools and for all 

students.  

In this subject, a serial of lectures and activities will be given to provide an overview of the principles, 

policies, and philosophies about inclusion. The Universal Design for Learning approach to curriculum 

design for students with disabilities or diverse needs will be a central focus as well as evidence and 

research-based approaches to teaching all kinds of students in mainstream school settings.  

Objective 

⚫ To develop students’ understanding of the philosophy, principles, and relevant regulations of 

inclusive education. 

⚫ To enhance students’ awareness of the current status of inclusive education internationally. 

⚫ To cultivate students’ ability to collaborate with other educators and to foster a positive attitude 

toward working with families, professionals, and colleagues. 

⚫ To foster students’ professionalism and dedication to education. 

Leaning Method 

⚫ Lectures 

⚫ Inclusive Education Case Studies 

⚫ Film/Video watching 

⚫ Group and Class Discussions 

⚫ Reports/Presentations 

Content 



2 Feb 

Session 1 (9:30-10:30)：Foundations for Inclusion 

Session 2 (10:40-12:10)：Foundations for Inclusion 

Session 3 (13:30-14:30)：Review and QA 

Session 4 (14:40-16:00)：Watch a film (Including Samuel) 

Session 5 (16:10-17:00)：Discussions and insights sharing! 

 

3 Feb 

Session 1 (9:30-10:30)： Universal design (history and principles) 

Session 2 (10:40-12:10)：Universal design (benefits and approach) 

Session 3 (13:30-14:30)：Review and QA 

Session 4 (14:40-16:00)：Table game (Cards for inclusion) 

Session 5 (16:10-17:00)：Reflections and thoughts sharing! 

 

4 Feb 

Session 1 (9:30-10:30)：The inclusion toolkit 

Session 2 (10:40-12:10)：The inclusion toolkit 

Session 3 (13:30-14:30)：Review and QA 

Session 4 (14:40-16:00)：Group presentation 

Session 5 (16:10-17:00)：Group presentation 

 

Requirement 

Personal laptops and internet. Pens and papers. 

Evaluation 

1. Active participation in the discussions  30% 

2. Group reports and presentations  40% 

3. Individual reflections  30% 

 

Textbook and reference  

(please indicate which are to be provided by instructor and which students need to find by themselves) 

⚫ Cooc, N. (2019). Teaching students with special needs: International trends in school capacity and the 

need for teacher professional development. Teaching and Teacher Education, 83, 27-41.  

⚫ Sarah Herbert (2011). The inclusion toolkit. London: Sage Publications 

⚫ Florian, L. (2019). On the necessary co-existence of special and inclusive education. International 

Journal of Inclusive Education, 23(7-8), 691-704.  

⚫ Jordan, A., Schwartz, E., & McGhie-Richmond, D. (2009). Preparing teachers for inclusive 

classrooms. Teaching and Teacher Education, 25(4), 535–542. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.tate.2009.02.010  

⚫ Ruijs, Nienke M., & Peetsma, Thea T. D. (2009). Effects of inclusion on students with and without 

https://search.books.com.tw/search/query/cat/all/key/Including%20Samuel


special educational needs reviewed. Educational Research Review, 4(2), 67-79. doi: 

10.1016/j.edurev.2009.02.002  

⚫ Suzanne E. Wade (2000). Inclusive education: a casebook and readings for prospective and 

practicing teachers. Mahwah, N.J. : L. Erlbaum Associates. 

⚫ Edward Steinfeld and Jordana Maisel (2012). Universal design: creating inclusive 

environments. Hoboken: John Wiley & Sons, Inc. 

⚫ Tracey E. Hall, Anne Meyer, David H. Rose (2012). Universal design for learning in the 

classroom : practical applications. New York: Guilford Press. 

Pre-course reading and preparation (if any) 

None 

 

 


