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Webinar Series 2020 at Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University

Tohoku University's Graduate School of Education hosted a three-part webinar series on how
education in the Asia-Pacific region is being transformed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

This webinar series received great supports from headquarter of Tohoku University and the
Graduate School of Education, Tohoku University. Prof. Toshiya Ueki, Executive Vice President of
Tohoku University, and Prof. Tomohiro Yakuwa, Dean of Graduate School of Education, Tohoku
University, delivered their warm opening addresses in the opening ceremony of the webinar series
on June 20, 2020.

Session 1: Transforming Higher Education in the Era of New Normal: Responses and
Prospects

On June 20, 2020, the webinar welcomed scholars from Lingnan University, Tsinghua University,
Beijing Normal University, National Chengchi University, Seoul National University, and Tohoku
University to share their experiences in responding to the impact of the COVID-19 on higher
education as well as their insights of ways that institutions in the region can adapt to the "New
Normal" in a sustainable way. Speakers reached an agreement of strengthening collaboration to
share education resources and know-how to promote higher education in the Asia-Pacific region.
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Session 2: No One Left Behind: keeping inclusive and quality education in global pandemic

On June 27, 2020, the webinar gave focus on inclusive quality education in K-12 education.
Speakers from UNESCO Bangkok Office, East China Normal University, a local educational
administrator from the Philippines, a local teacher from high school in Sendai, and scholar from
Tohoku University shared their experiences and observation on responses to the impact of the
COVID-19 on school education at global, regional, country, local, and school level. Also,
presenters shared their opinions on the balance of online-education and on-site education for
fulfilling inclusive quality education for all.
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Session 3: Asia Education Leader Forum: On-line Education: Experiences and Prospects

On July 4, we were pleased to have professors and students of Asia Education Leader Course
participating universities in East Asia. These include National Chengchi University, Korea
University, Nanjing Normal University, and National Taiwan Normal University. Student Presenters
shared their experiences of online learning and their ideas of higher education in the post COVID-
19 pandemic. Scholar presenters told their approaches to online teaching. Also, they addressed
various challenges for the future of higher education.

The webinars enhanced exchange regarding impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on education
between scholars and students in Japan and abroad. The Graduate School of Education, Tohoku
University will continue academic exchange with scholars and students in the Asia-Pacific region
for making an inclusive and quality education for sustainability in this region.



